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Greetings from the Forum Art Centre! 
 
Welcome back to all our returning students plus everyone who is new to 
the Forum.  This winter has been especially mild so far so at least we 
haven’t had to deal with crazy driving conditions when coming to class.   
A friendly reminder though, you still have to be aware of the parking time 
limits on nearby streets.  Lest I forget, we also want to welcome back our 
instructors, without whom we would not be able to provide the classes we 
offer.   

 
Each session is a challenge for us to offer not only our basic classes but also new and different 
classes.  Unfortunately, we do not also get the minimum sign-up required to hold these classes. 
However, this doesn’t prevent us from keep trying to offer them.  So if you in the mood for 
something different please consider signing up for one of these classes - look for them in our 
next session. 
 
Also, are you interested in becoming more involved with the Forum - as a volunteer or even a 
board member?  If so, please let us know. 
 
One last but exciting thing, we are currently making changes to our website which we hope will 
be available real soon.  So please keep checking our site to see our new web page design.  
Also, don’t forget to follow us on our Facebook page to keep up to date on happenings at the 
Forum!    
 
FAC Editor - Craig Johnstone 
 

Upcoming Events and Happenings 
 

Workshops 
Image Transfer Using Acrylics & more!  
Artist: David Cooper on Saturday, April 28, 12:00 – 3:00 p.m.  
 

Anyone can Play with Papier Mache – create your own unique Pinata! 
Artist: Lyndsay Ladobruk – 2 Sundays, April 29 & May 6, 12:30 – 4:30  

 
 

 “A Taste of Art” 
We have teamed up with the events coordinator at the Kenaston Wine Market 
to present their first art show paired with wine tasting & hors d’oeuvres.  It is 
billed as ‘A Taste of Art’ and will be held on Monday, April 16, 7:30 – 10:30 
p.m. at the Kenaston Wine Market.  The evening will feature unique wines 
paired with local artwork created by the talented Instructors of the Forum Art 
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Centre.  Anyone wishing to attend this evening must purchase a ticket (act soon as there are a 
limited number of tickets available for this event) from the Kenaston Wine Market.  
 

Forum Website 
For those of you who commonly visit the Forum website, you will soon see a new look to our 
site.  With the assistance of one of our own Board of Directors, Jaymez Jansen, we are 
undertaking a complete revamp of our site.  In addition to the current information found on our 
site, we intend to provide more in-depth information on our classes and instructors as well as 
provide links to both instructor and student artwork.  
 
 

Children & Teens Art Show and Spring Registration 
On Saturday March 10th from noon – 1 p.m., we will be holding our ‘Creators of the Future’ Art 
Show at the Forum Art Centre. This event showcases the art created by our enthusiastic artists 
from the Children and Teens winter classes.  At this show there will also be a short presentation 
to our Teen Bursary recipients. No admission fee - all welcome. 
 
Open House & Registration for our Spring Session Art Classes will also be held on 
Saturday, March 10 from 1:00 – 4:00 p.m. 
 
To register for this class or any other art class, visit our website (www.forumartinstitute.ca) for 
further details or call us at 235-1069.  Free parking; wheelchair access - all are welcome! 
 

Other Important Happenings 
The Forum was successful in receiving a grant from the Manitoba 
Community Services Council for communications & website 
development.    

The Forum is also supported annually by an Arts 
Programming Grant from Culture, Heritage & Tourism.  
 
Our condolences go out to the family and friends of one of 
our former students Gregory Nykoruk.  Greg painted under 
Nik’s guidance for many years and we are thankful that his 

family chose our Forum Art Endowment Fund with the Winnipeg Foundation as their charity for 
donations in his memory.  To donate go to: www.wpgfdn.org - click on Explore Organizations 
with Funds; scroll down to Forum Art Institute and click on the 'Make an Online Gift' button on 
our page. Thanks. 
 
 
 

Ask a Designer  
 
Do I need my artwork to relate with the furniture below? 
Yes you do. A large piece over a couch or table relates when it is 
anywhere from a hand width to about a foot above the top of the couch or 
tabletop. This only works with larger pieces, usually about 2/3 or more the 
width of the item below it. If the artwork is small it should hang with a 
grouping of objects or art to create the start of a grouping by relating the 
smaller piece towards one side. A lampshade becomes part of the wall 
elevation & art composition. Do not hide the art behind the lampshade if at 
all possible. It should be below it or above it.  
 

 

http://www.forumartinstitute.ca/
http://www.wpgfdn.org/
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Back to Basics and other Good Stuff 
 
This issue’s article covers art composition - Editor. 

 
Art Composition 
Composition is the term used for the arrangements of the elements (or subject 

matter) of a painting.  A successful composition draws in the viewer and pulls their eye across the whole 
painting so that everything is taken in and finally settles on the main subject of the painting. 
 
"Composition is the art of arranging in a decorative manner the diverse elements at the painter's 
command to express his feelings."  --- Henri Matisse 
 

Art Composition Rules:  Rule of Thirds 
 
The Rule of Thirds is a simple but 
effective composition rule to apply 
to any painting, regardless of its 
size or shape.   
 
Art composition rules provide a 
starting point for deciding on a 
composition (i.e. where to put 
things) in a painting. Although the 
Rule of Thirds is a basic rule 
popular among photographers, it 
can also be applied to the 
composition of paintings.  Using 
the rule of thirds on a painting 
means you should never have a 
painting with the main focus right 
in the centre like a bulls-eye. 
 
To apply the Rule of Thirds, simply divide a canvas in thirds both horizontally and vertically, and place the 
focus of the painting either one third across or one third up or down the picture (where the lines intersect). 
 
What Difference Does the Rule of Thirds Make? 
Take a look at these two photos of a lion. On the one on the left, your eye is drawn straight into the centre 
of the image and you tend to ignore the rest of the picture. On the one on the right, where the lion's face 
is on one of the Rule of Thirds 'hotspots', your eye is drawn the lion's face, then around the painting 
following the curve of the body. 

 
Art Composition Rules:  Rule of Odds 
 
When composing a painting, one of the first things to decide is how many elements or items there will be 
in it.  One of the simplest ways to make a painting more dynamic is to have an odd number in the 
composition, say one, three, five, or seven, rather than an even number, say two, four, or six. It's called 
the Rule of Odds. 
 
Having an odd number of things in a composition means your eye and brain cannot pair them up or group 
them easily. This also keeps your eyes moving across the composition.  With an even number of 
elements, your eye instinctively pairs up the subject matter, whether it's two left and two right or two top 
and two bottom.  With an odd number of elements the painting is more dynamic in terms of composition.  
 
It doesn’t make a difference whether you are painting bottles, fruit, trees, or people, the same Rule of 
Odds applies.  Although the number of elements is not the only thing to consider in a composition, it is 
essential and is a good starting point for developing a painting.  It's far more interesting to look at, 
engages your attention and keeps you looking for a while, which is what a painting's composition should 
do. 
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PLEASE REMEMBER: 

We are a registered charity and as such your donations are always appreciated.  We depend on financial support just as 
much as other organizations so please consider adding us to your annual gift giving or donations throughout the year. 

 
Our aim is to continue to provide a place for anyone to come and enjoy the pursuit of art. 
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Dates to Remember 

Saturday, March 10 
- Creators of the Future Art Show 
 
Saturday, March 10 
- Open house and registration for 
spring classes 
 
March 19 to 31 
- 2 week spring break and/or any make 
up classes  
 
Monday, April 2 
- Start of our 2012 spring session 
 
April 2 to June 9 - Spring session 
 

April 16 – A Taste of Art 
 
April 28 – Workshop 
 

April 29 & May 6 - Workshop 

Our Library custodian has asked that anyone who has borrowed any reference books 
from our library and has had them for a long time should please return them so others 
can use them – thanks! 

Thanks to our many donors/volunteers for 
supporting the Forum Art 

 

For art supplies and other useful material  
 Art supplies from Vicki McBain and Kathi Wirth 

 Social supplies from Dorothy McGee & Joan Wren 

 Office supplies from Kathi Wirth 

 Magazines from Marcel Comeault 

 
For our volunteers and instructors 
 To our “Jan 11th Bingo Night” volunteers at McPhillips 

Street Casino – Glenn Penner, Tom Andrich, Garth 
Palanuk, Dan Gregg, Lauren McPhaden, Silvana 
Moran and Craig Johnstone. 

 To Marcel Comeault who volunteered his time and 
expertise in fixing some of our long standing electrical 
problems. 

 To Tom Andrich, Daryl Dumanski, Dan Gregg, Craig 
Johnstone, Glenn Penner, Mae Bayly & Joann Shelton 
for selection, pick up, delivery, sorting & storing of art 
supplies from Colours. 
 

‘Colours’ Art Store closing! 
We are sorry to report that the owners of Colours Art Store 
on Pembina Hwy have decided to close their Winnipeg 
location.  It will be sorely missed.  Fortunately for us, we 
have been able to secure a large amount of supplies from 
them as they wind down their operation – thanks to Danielle 
& the owners in Edmonton for their generous donation! 


