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Hello from the Forum Art Centre! 
 
Winter is here and new classes are underway.  I hope you all are enjoying the 
sessions you signed up for and are all producing masterpieces.  As you may well 
know, each session is a challenge for us to offer not only our basic classes but 
also new and different classes.  Unfortunately, we don’t also get the minimum 
sign-up required to hold these classes but we will keep on trying to offer them.   
 
Thanks to everyone who participated and attended our Art Show and Auction 

held in early December.  Lots of work goes into putting on our show and a big thank you goes out to all 
our volunteers.  Our next show will be this June, which will showcase all the new artwork and clay/pottery 
created by our students.  Hope to see you there. 
 
A big warm welcome goes out to our newest board members – Mae Bayly, Karen Palmer and Jon 
Ljungberg and also thanks to outgoing members - Lyndsay Ladobruk and Jaymez Jansen.   
 
Also did you know that since the year 2000 to date, the Forum has awarded 158 bursaries valued at 
$15,300.00!  That’s fantastic!  Naturally, none of these bursaries would have happened without the 
continued hard work from Dale Turner. 
 
Pennies … now that they are no longer being minted, please consider donating any spare ones you may 
have (or other loose change) to the Forum to support our bursary funds. 
 
One last thing….if you have anything you’d like to see published in our newsletter, like an art topic or 
news article related to the Forum, please contact me in person or drop me a line at 
craig@forumartcentre.com. 
 

FAC Editor - Craig Johnstone 
 

Workshops 
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Forum Website 
Great things are happening with our website.   If you’ve checked it out lately, you’ll notice a 
completely new revamp of our site.  We’ve been busy upgrading the site to make it easier to 
navigate and also to include new and interesting pages.  For example, we are now spotlighting 
“Our Stories”.  These are little snippets of past and present students and the impact the Forum 
has played in their lives.  We have also added a ‘PayPal’ tag to our donation’s page to make it 
easier for people to support the Forum. 
 
We are also working on adding a gallery page to highlight the artwork of our teachers and 
students as well as linking to individual’s own websites. 
 
Big thanks to Danielle, Daryl and Jan for their work on this project. 
 
 

Children & Teens Art Show and Spring Registration 
On Saturday March 9th from noon – 1 p.m., we will be holding our ‘Fresh Take’ Art Show at the 
Forum Art Centre. This event showcases the art created by our enthusiastic artists from the 
Children and Teens winter classes.  At this show there will also be a short presentation to our 
Teen Bursary recipients. No admission fee - all welcome. 
 
Registration for our Spring Session Art Classes will also be held on Saturday, March 9 
from 1:00 – 4:00 p.m. 
 
To register for this class or any other art class, visit our website (www.forumartcentre.com) for 
further details or call us at 235-1069.  Free parking; wheelchair access - all are welcome! 
 
 

 
 

Back to Basics and other Good Stuff 
 
This issue’s article covers some basic information on using palette/painting knives - 
Editor. 

 
 

Tools of the Trade -  
 
PALETTE KNIFE  

 A long straight blade or spatula used for mixing paints or scraping a palette clean  
(NOT for applying paint to a canvas) 

 Made from plastic, wood or metal 

 Will be straight or have a slight bend in the handle (see illustration A) 
 
PAINTING KNIFE 

 Has a long bend in the handle and has a variety of blade shapes (see illustration B) 

 The large bend helps to keep your knuckles out of the paint 

 Different shaped knives produce different painting effects: 
 A short blade produces angular strokes 
 A long blade allows for large sweeps of color 
 A pointed or square corner blade allows for (sgraffito effects) a scratching 

technique 
 
 

http://www.forumart/
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PLEASE REMEMBER: 
Did you know that the Forum is a registered charity?  As such, we have taken the opportunity to 

include our listing on the Winnipeg Free Press – Passages in the Charities Directory.  You can find us 
at http://passages.winnipegfreepress.com/charities/. 

 
We realize that most families support agencies and hospitals that played an important role in the care 

of your loved ones prior to their passing.  But we hope you please don’t forget all the other 
organizations that were also a vital part of that person’s life.  Where did they go daily, weekly or every 

so often to join their friends or passionately pursue their interests?  Was culture, heritage or sports 
part of what made them enjoy life?  If the Forum Art Centre is or was a part of your life or someone in 

your family’s life, please remind your people that we are also a registered charity that would be 
delighted to see – please make a donation to the Forum Art Centre (Institute). 

Illustration A Illustration B 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

APPLYING PAINT 
If you know how to get butter or jam onto a slice of bread, then you know how to get paint onto a 
canvas with a painting brush.  You can use a painting knife for loose, thick or thin paint 
applications. You can sweep the knife across the canvas leaving large or small bands of color. 
 
TO ADD TEXTURE is the most common use of the painting knife. 

 Move the knife in different directions and add pressure to create fluid ridges. 

 Drop mounds of paint for relief effects. 

 Press and lift the blade off the wet paint for rough texture. 

 Scrape the edge of the blade through the wet paint to create a variety of lines. 
 
TO ADD LAYERS 

 A large blade is ideal for laying down swaths of color 

 Start with a dark color and layer to the lightest color 
 
TO ADD DETAIL 

 Use a small tipped painting knife to create detail, texture and designs. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

On the left is a plastic palette knife, in the center 
is a metal-and-wood palette knife, and on the 
right is a metal-and-wood painting knife. Notice 
the painting knife has a larger crank or bend in 
the handle, to help keep your knuckles out the 
paint 

 

Painting knives come in a range of different 
shapes, but also sizes. As with brushes, two or 
three will be plenty, though it's hard to resist 
building up a whole collection. 

 

http://z.about.com/d/painting/1/0/r/q/1/Knife-Painting1.jpg
http://z.about.com/d/painting/1/0/q/q/1/Knife-Painting-shapes2.jpg
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 Library Links 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 

”Stuff” for Sale 
Looking for some art supplies?  We have a great selection of stuff for sale, from 
paper and paint to canvases and easels.  We even have some great prints and 
frames and of course paintings.  Drop by and check out it out.  There is also a 

notice posted on our front desk. 
 

 

In the mood for something different? – Gabriela Aguero is offering some private Spanish 
lessons.  You can contact her at the forum. 
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NOW ON FACEBOOK –  
 

 

Dates to Remember 

 

Saturday, March 9 
- ‘Fresh Take’ Children’s Art Show 
 
Saturday, March 9 
- Open house and registration for 
spring classes 
 
March 18 to 30 
- 2 week spring break and/or any make 
up classes  
 
Monday, April 1 
- Start of our 2013 spring session 
 
April 1 to June 8 
- Spring session 
 

April 18 – Portraits of the Past 
- Winnipeg Sketch Club at the 
Legislative Rotunda 

Need a good art reference book or even a video 
CD on art techniques?  We’ve got lots.  Be sure to 
check our library for a variety of interesting 
material you can borrow! 
 
Our Library custodian has also asked that anyone 
who has borrowed any reference books from our 
library and has had them for a long time should 
please return them so others can use them – 
thanks! 

Thanks to our many donors/volunteers for 
supporting the Forum Art 

 

For art supplies and other useful material  
 Art supplies from Elizabeth Friesen, Marcel Comeault 

(easels), Naomi Finkelstein (clay) and an anonymous 
donator 

 Art videos from Daryl Dumanski and Marcel Comeault. 

 Books from Dorothy Carver and Patricia Kettner 

 


